
vs      SAT    ACT

Test Structure: 
English, Math, Reading, Science

Length: 2 hours and 55 minutes

Reading (40 questions @ 35 minutes): 
4 reading passages

English (75 questions @ 45 minutes): Grammar, 
punctuation, sentence structure, and rhetorical 
skills

Math (60 questions @ 60 minutes): 
Arithmetic, Algebra I and II 
(accounts for 33 questions), Geometry 
accounts for 23 questions), Trigonometry, 
and Probability and Statistics

Science (40 questions @ 35 minutes):
1 section testing critical thinking- not factual knowledge

Calculator Policy: You can use a calculator on all 
math questions.

Scoring: Scored on a scale from 1 to 36- Composite score is 
the average of the 4 section scores -no penalization for 
incorrect answers

Suggested Time per Question:
*On average, students should spend 50-60
seconds per question.
Each section is timed differently.

Test Structure: 
Reading, Math, Writing and Language

Length: 3 hours

Reading (52 questions @ 65 min): Reading passages or pairs 
of passages 

Writing & Language (44 questions @ 35 minutes): Grammar, 
vocabulary in context, and editing skills

Math – No Calculator (20 questions @ 25 minutes): 

Math – With Calculator (38 questions @ 55 minutes): 
Arithmetic, Algebra I and II (accounts for half of test 
questions), Geometry, Trigonometry 
and Data Analysis

Science: none

Calculator Policy: Some math questions do not 
allow use of a calculator. 
(38 with, 20 without)

Scoring: Scored on a scale of 400-1600- no 
penalization for incorrect answers

Suggested Time per Question:
*On average, students should spend 75-85
seconds per questions.
Each section is timed differently.

EMS-ISD is o�ering school day opportunities of SAT or ACT for free to all juniors March 2 and 8!

For more information including exam registration and test accommodations, visit your 
campus website.

https://www.emsisd.com/Page/44509 

https://www.emsisd.com/Page/31933 

https://www.emsisd.com/Page/8248 

https://www.emsisd.com/watsonlc


